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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of The Invention 

This invention relates, generally, to containers for the storage of fishing tackle. 

Description of Related Art 

Crank baits are a widely used fishing lure. This type of lure generally has an 
elongated body with two or more free-hanging treble hooks attached to its belly. Because 
of the free range of movement and the peculiar shape of the hooks, crank baits have a 
high propensity for tangling when stored in proximity to other baits. Many designs have 
been used in an attempt to solve the problem of storing crank baits effectively and 
efficiently, with varying degrees of success 

The simplest of these designs involves placing the crank baits in a container, 
intermingled. This method does not work well because the treble hooks tend to become 



entangled with each other. Extricating these tangles can be frustrating, and there is no 
protection from the hooks during the process. It may also be very difficult to separate a 
bait quietly, which may be an important consideration. 

Another possibility that has been used is to compartmentalize the baits. There are 
5 several ways of accomplishing this. The most basic is to leave the bait in its original 

packaging for storage. This is not an efficient use of space, however, and the necessity of 
removing the bait from the package increases the time needed to prepare a line. Another 
way is to use of container with numerous individual compartments. This is undesirable 
because it is an inefficient use of space, and because the compartments must be sized in 
jp advance, making them suitable for only a small range of crank baits, 
rti U.S. Patent No. 5,392,557 discloses yet another method of storing crank baits. It 

■K employs V-shaped channels with a small crack running along the channels in the bottom, 
D The channels are elevated slightly above the bottom to create a space underneath. By 

positioning the baits upright and sliding the baits into the channels with the hooks 
[|5 underneath, the possibility of tangles is removed. However, the large amount of space 
needed underneath to accommodate a range of hook sizes is largely wasted. Further, the 
design makes it a bit difficult to store and remove the baits, because the baits must be slid 
in and out of the channels. 

What is needed is a crank bait storage container that can store numerous baits in a 
20 relatively small area, free from the possibility of tangles, without making it difficult to 
insert or remove the baits. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a tackle container capable of 
conveniently carrying numerous crank baits. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a tackle container that keeps 
the baits separated from one another, without making it difficult to insert or remove them 
from the container. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a tackle container that can 
store crank baits in a relatively small area. 

These, and other objects of this invention will appear to one skilled in the art as the 
description thereof proceeds. 

The novelty of this invention is a new and unique structure that makes the storage 
of crank baits simple, efficient, and practical It consists of parallel channels within a 
box, with the lower portion of each channel being offset horizontally from the top portion. 
Part of each channel is thus beneath its neighboring channel, creating a nesting space. 

When the crank baits are placed in a channel with the hooks facing down, the 
sloped walls guide the hooks into the nesting space. The body of the lure, resting on the 
slope above the hooks, pushes down on the hooks so as to keep them in place. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the channels are formed by inserts. 
Each insert has a wall at each end of the channel, with rails on the outside. The rails are 
designed to mate with slots on the interior sidewalls of the container. When mated on 
both sides, the inserts are held firmly in place, although they are easily removable simply 



by lifting straight up. The second insert to be added, and each additional one thereafter, 
creates a channel in the container. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
5 Figure 1 is an isometric view of the invention. 

Figure 2 is an isometric view of the invention without the inserts. 
Figure 3 is an isometric view of an insert. 
Figure 4 is a top view of an insert. 
,^ Figure 5 is an end view of an insert. 

If) 

m DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

j5 Figure 1 is a view of a preferred embodiment of the invention as it appears when 

p fully assembled. Tackle container 1 is shown, with bottom 3, sidewall 4, and partition 8. 
Channel 25 is also shown, comprised of a pair of barriers 26. Fishing lure 35 is also 

55 shown, in proper storage position with hooks 36 adjacent to bottom 3 and urged into 
nesting space 28 beneath barrier 26. 

Figure 2 shows tackle container 1 as it appears without inserts 29. Slots 15 are 
shown, oriented vertically on the interior of sidewall 4. The spacing of slots 15 is 
selected based on the size of fishing lure 35 and the number of connections desired 

20 between sidewall 4 and insert 29. Each slot 15 is made from two webs 16. Webs 16 

preferably converge slightly from top to bottom, to make it easier to insert rails 17, shown 
in Figure 3, into slots 15 and to provide a snug fit once rails 17 are inserted their full 
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length. 

Rails 17 have a trapezoidal cross section, widening as they protrude from end wall 
30. Slots 15 have a corresponding shape. This prevents rails 17 from disengaging from 
slots 17 in any way other than by lifting straight up. Partition 8 divides tackle container 1 
approximately in half to make the storage of multiple types of baits more convenient. 

Figures 3, 4, and 5, depicting insert 29, show the configuration of end walls 30 on 
insert 29. In addition to providing a connection for rails 17, end walls 30 increase the 
structural integrity of insert 29 as bottom edge 3 1 is flush with bottom 3 upon installation. 
This acts to prevent rotation about channel 25. End walls 30 are also important because 
barrier 26 is fixed between them. 

Barrier 26 is a curved or segmented surface, essentially concave when viewed 
from above. It is not essential that barrier 26 be connected to end walls 30 along its entire 
edge. It is sufficient that the connection be secure. For instance, in the preferred 
embodiment, barrier 26 is connected to end walls 30 only at upper segment 27, where 
barrier 26 is nearly vertical. Lower segment 32, opposite upper segment 27, is not 
connected to end walls 30. Rather, it is merely connected to whatever intermediate 
segments are desired to attain the proper curvature. If a true curve were used for barrier 
26, it could become similarly separated from end walls 30 at any point along the curve. 

Two adjacent barriers 26 form channel 25. The lower portion of channel 25, 
where fishing lure 35 sits when properly inserted, is offset from the upper portion of 
channel 25, where fishing lure 35 first enters channel 25. The offset is the inevitable 
consequence of the curved nature of barrier 26, and it is what makes the invention so 
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useful for the storage of crank baits. 

In the preferred embodiment, barriers 26 all have the same shape. It necessarily 
follows that the separation between barriers 26, measured along a line traveling 
perpendicular to barriers 26 and parallel with bottom 3, is constant. Of course, it is not 
absolutely necessary that barriers 26 have this symmetry. 

When inserting fishing lure 35 into tackle container 1, fishing lure 35 is first 
oriented so that hooks 36 are beneath body 37. Most crank baits, for which the present 
invention is most useful, have a pair of treble hooks attached to the belly of the bait. It 
may aid the insertion of lure 35 for the user to fold hooks 36 in toward each other and 
against body 37, but this orientation is not required for use of the device. Then, lure 35 is 
placed against barrier 26 and allowed to slide down toward bottom 3. Once hooks 36 
have made contact with the next barrier 26, they should be pressed against barrier 26 and 
held in place by the weight of body 37. The area within channel 25 that is beneath barrier 
26 is nesting space 28. The configuration of nesting space 28 provides a barricade for 
hooks 36 on all sides, including that provided by body 37. Therefore, hooks 36 cannot 
become entangled with other lures 35. Further, the motion of lure 35 is greatly restricted. 

Although the drawings show channels 25 as formed from inserts 29, this is not 
mandatory. To practice the invention, all that is necessary is a channel 25 having nesting 
space 28. 

There are of course other alternate embodiments that are obvious from the 
foregoing descriptions of the invention, which are intended to be included within the 
scope of the invention, as defined by the following claims. 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A container for the convenient transport and storage of fishing lures, particularly 
crank baits, is disclosed. The container includes channels running parallel to one another, 
with curved or slanted walls so that the bottom of the channel is offset from the top. A 
portion of each channel is therefore beneath a portion of the neighboring channel. This 
small area creates a nesting space for the treble hooks of the lures, with the weight of the 
lure tending to immobilize the hooks against the barrier, preventing them from tangling 
with each other, or other lures. 
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